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orderlies and officers ready for service. He had put
a regiment in the Orange House. The royal party
was divided into a group of optimists and a group of
alarmists; while these last thought everything lost,
the others spoke with scorn of the masses of the
populace, saying that " one need only pull down
his hat over his eyes to disperse them, and that
when the time had come, one did not know how to
pull down his hat." Louis XVI. did not know to
which side to listen. His brothers counselled vig-
orous action; Necker dissuaded him from it. Every
regiment that arrived gave the Genevese minister
more annoyance. As the Baron of Besenval reports,
" Every argument which was brought up to him fell
to the ground before the possible anger of the National
Assembly."

There was a lack of harmony between the Marshal
of Broglie, in command at Versailles, and his subor-
dinate, the Baron of Besenval, in command of Paris.
A fatal blunder had been made in leaving in gar-
rison in the capital the regiment of French guards
who had been corrupted by the revolutionary prop-
aganda. Confusion was wide-spread. The troops,
perceiving that they were insufficiently led, and the
police, perceiving that they were not properly sup-
ported, became demoralized. It was not a camp of
six thousand men that should have been established
in Paris, but one of sixty thousand. No preparations
were made to defend the Bastille, and there was not
a single regiment to protect the arsenal of the